OUT OF DEBT OUT OF DANGER

f Tell me at once what I am to do, and I will do it,3 cried
Leonard. 11 will do anything to save myself from disgrace,
and from a jail.J

Lewis, who now perceived his friend was worked up to the
pitch he wanted, revealed the whole mystery. He was con-
nected with a set of gentlemen, ingenious in the arts of forgery,
from whom he purchased counterfeit bank-notes at a very cheap
rate. The difficulty and risk of passing them were extreme ;
therefore the confederates were anxious to throw this part of
the business off their hands. Struck with horror at the idea of
becoming an accomplice in such a scheme of villainy, Leonard
stood pale and silent, incapable of even thinking distinctly.
Lewis was sorry that he had opened his mind so fully. < Re-
member your oath of secrecy !; said he.

41 do,' replied Ludgate.

'And remember that you must become one of us before
night, or go to jail.3

Ludgate said he would take an hour to consider of the
business, and here they parted ; Lewis promising to call at his
house before evening, to learn his final decision.

i And am I come to this ?: thought the wretched man.
* Would to Heaven I had followed my poor father's maxim!
but it is now too late.7

Mr. Ludgate, when he arrived at home, shut himself up in
his own room, and continued walking backwards and forwards,
for nearly an hour, in a state of mind more dreadful than can
be described. Whilst he was in this situation, some one
knocked at the door. He thought it was Lewis, and trembled
from head to foot. It was only a servant with a parcel of bills,
which several tradesmen, hearing that an execution was in the
house, had hastened to present for payment. Among them
were those of Mr. Beech the upholsterer, and Mrs. Ludgate's
milliner and mantua-maker, which having been let to run on
for above two years and a half, now amounted to a sum that
astonished and shocked Mr. Ludgate. He could not remon-
strate with his wife, or even vent his anger in reproaches, for
she was lying senseless in her bed.

Before he had recovered from this shock, and whilst the
tradesmen who brought the bills were still waiting for their
money, Lewis and one of his companions arrived. He came
to the point immediately. He produced bank-notes sufficient
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